S

THE TINY,




WHAT IS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION?

Imagine you have a favorite object you really
love. Now, how would you feel if it started to
get old or a little worn out?

Historic preservation is taking care of things
that are really old and special, such as
buildings, newspapers, places, or objects so
that they can be enjoyed by people for a long
time.

These old buildings and places have so many
stories to tell. They teach us about the past
and how people used to live. So, by taking
care of them, we're helping to keep those
stories alive and share them with everyone so
you can learn and enjoy them too!
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RIO VISTA bRACERO
RECEPTION CENTER TIMELINE

1015-1064

El Paso County _

Poor Farm 1935 1936
New Deal programs and
transient labor camp

started

1994

Rio Vista Community
Recreation Center
Opens

2015

RVF was included on
Texas Most Endangered
Places List

2017

Bracero History
Summit marks 75th
anniversary of first
braceros admitted into
the U.S.

192]-1964

Bracero Reception
Center Opened

1997

RVF was listed in the
National Register of
Historic Places

2016

RVF was declared a
National Treasure by
National Trust for Historic
Preservation

2023

Rio Vista Farm was
recognized as a National
Historic Landmark



WHO WERE THE BRACEROS?

Braceros were farmworkers from Mexico who
came to work in the United States. They did things
like plant seeds, water the plants, and pick the
fruits and vegetables when they're ready.

A long time ago, there weren't enough people to
do all these jobs. So, the US and Mexico made a
special deal where they asked skilled Mexican
workers to come and work on American farms.
Braceros worked really hard to make the US their
new home. But, oftentimes, braceros were not
treated nicely. So, they often had to fight for their
rights and for safe working conditions.

DID YOU KNOW...?

The word 'bracero' means 'strong arms' in Spanish,
and that's because these workers were known for
their hard work and strength.



























